
Mobilisation – Reaction in the Village 

With the orders for Mobilisation issued men who were regular reservists, Yeomanry 

or Territorials immediately reported for duty and by mid August 1914 some 63 men 

had left the village for service at the front. Of these, some 32 were employees of the 

Mountsorrel Granite Company, reflecting the position of the quarry as the main 

employer in the village (and beyond) and the very active involvement of the 

Managing Director, Mr Robert E Martin, and the Company Secretary, Mr William F 

Martin, in the Territorials and the Yeomanry respectively.  
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As there was initially some uncertainty as to arrangements for pay for the 

Territorials the Mountsorrel Granite Company ensured that at least some 

limited funds were paid to those of their employees called up who had 

families to support. 

 

That this was not simply a military emergency but also a national one is 

seen in calling of meetings led jointly initially by the Parish Council and 

the Mountsorrel Granite Company.  These meetings led to the 

establishment of an Emergencies Committee and subscriptions being 

taken to support both the men called out and their families and the wider 

war effort.  This led to the establishment of both a Patriotic Fund and a 

War Refugees Fund which were functioning effectively by the year end. 



 

 



War Emergency Committee - Members 

Name Comment on list Research Comments 

Mr & Mrs C Baker 
  

 Possibly Walter Charles 
Baker of Granite House 

Mr G Burdett 
  

 Probably George Burdett - 
Shopkeeper 

Rev J S & Mrs Cooper 

  

Vicar of Christchurch 1914-
1917. Rev. John Sidmouth 
Cooper 

Mr Crosby 
  

 Possibly Mr Joseph Lee 
Crosby, Grocer 

Mr Diggle 

  

Richard William Lomax 
Diggle, The Poplars (1912) 
Board Member Mountsorrel 
Granite Co, Managing 
Director whilst Maj RE Martin 
was called up 

Miss Harding 

School 

Miss WL Harding Infants 
Mistress Christchurch Scool 

Mr & Miss Harrington 

  

? William Harington, Traveller 
for Mountsorrel Granit Co 
and Insurance Agent 

Mr Hambledon   Clerk to the Parish Council 

Mr & Mrs Jones 

  

William Walter Jones Master 
St Peter's School 

Rev J & Mrs Lewis   Vicar of St Peter's 

Mrs Martin 

  

Mrs Henrietta Martin, 
mother of Majs RE and WF 
Martin 

Mrs William Martin 

  

Wife of Maj WF Martin 
Leicestershire Yeomanry and 
Company Secretary 
Mountsorrel Granite Co 

Mr Mosedale 

  

Mr G A Mosedale, Master 
Christchurch School 

Mr E Oliver     

Mr E Read 

  

?Joseph Hood Read, shoeing 
smith and tax collector 

Mr Cecil Scott 

  

Cecil Francis Fairfax Scott - 
Church Warden Christchurch, 
Supt Registrar, relieving and 
vaccination officer 

Mrs Fairfax Scott 

  

 Mrs Sarah Jane Fairfax Scott, 
Farmer and Registrar of 
Births and Deaths, Rothley 
Sub-district Barrow upon 
Soar Union 

Mr Saunders     

Miss Saunders 

School 

Miss Lily Saunders, Infants 
Mistress St Peter's School 

Dr & Mrs Skipworth 

  

Dr Herbert Skipworth, 
Medical Officer of Health, 
Quorn Union, Church Warden 
Christchurch 



Mr & Mrs J A Smith 
  

 James Arthur Smith of 
“Inglenook” 

Mr & Mrs William Smith    W A Smith of Mill House 

Mr & Mrs Walter Smith   Miller, Mountsorrel Mills 

Dr Strachan 

  

 James Simpson Strachan, 
Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator, Mountsorrel 
District, Barrow upon Soar 
Union 

Mr & Mrs C Wilson 

  

Charles Wilson, Market 
Gardener 

Mr R Wykes 

  

? Arthur Robert Wykes, Poor 
Rate Collector 

 

 

 

 


